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The Kiog's Commiſſion 1 to Joann Earl of 
Glaſgow e and ordered to be 
recor ded. 


Edinburgh, May 230 1771.4 5 


HE General Aſſembly of this nin Church 

being conveened and conſtituted, there was pro- 

L duced to them, by the Right Honourable IHN 
Earl of GLasGow, the King's Commiſſion,” ſealed. 

with the Seal appointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept 
and uſed in Scotland, in Place of the Great Seal of Scotland. 
making and conſtituting him his Majeſty's High Comqmiſſi- 
ner and Repreſentative i in chis Aſembly ; which Commiſ- 
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{ion «i publickly read, with all due honour and reſpect, 
and ordered to be recorded in the books of Affembly: 


The tenor whereof follows; 5 
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E OR GIUsðS, Dei gratia, Magnæ ele, 
Francia, et Hlberniæ Rex, Fidei Defenſor. 
Omnibus probis hominibus, ad quos præſentes liter» 


noſtræ per venerint, ſalutem. Quandoquidem nos con- 


ſiderantes, quod generalis eccleſiæ Scotiæ conventus in 
vigeſimum tertium diem Maii proxime convenire or- 
dinatus fuit; noſque etiam abunde cupidi, quinetiam 


neceſſarium eſſe judicantes in commodum dictæ eccle- 


ſick, ut idem Bene lis ecoleſiæ conventus, die ſtatuto 
debite obſervetur, atque rebus magni momenti nos alio 


vocantibus, dicto conventui perſonaliter intereſſe ne- 


quimus; noſque abunde ſatisfacti de fidelitate et ſuf- 
ficientia fideliſſimi et dilectiſſimi noſtri conſanguinei 


Joannis Comitis de Glaſgow, quod ad ſummum munus 


ſupremi noſtri Commiſſionarii dicti generali eccleſiz 
conventus rite exercendum et obeundum uſquequa- 


que fit inſtructus; noveritis igitur nos nominaſſe, con- 


ſtituiſſe, et ordinaſſe, ſicuti nos, tenore præſentium, 


© nominamus, conſtituimus, et ordinamus, memoratum 


cc 


fideliſſimum et prædilectiſſimum noſtrum conſanguine- 
um Joannem Comitem de Glaſgow, ſupremum noſtrum 
Commiſſionsrium dicti generali eccleſiz Scotiz conven- 
tus, dando et concedendo illi pleniſſimam noſtram po- 


teſtatem, commiſſionem, et warrantum ſacram noſtram 


perſonam et authoritatem regalem repræſentandi, nec- 
non præſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et locum noſtrum 
in dicto ſubſequenti generali conventu, tanquam Com- 
miſſionario noſtro ad hunc effectum ſpecialiter conſti- 
tuto, tenency, omniaque alia ad imperium et locum 
Commiſſionarii pro generali eccleſiæ con ventu peragen- 
di, tam plene, adeoque libere, in quovis reſpectu, 


quam quilibet alius ejaidem ſummi muneris tecerat, 


ſeu quovis tempore preterito facere potuerat, vel ac fi 
nos ipſi per ſonaliter præſentes facere potuerimus. 
Quæque omnia et ſingula ab antedicto Joanne Comite 
de Glaſgow, in hac noſtra commiſſione proſequenda 
legitime - feeetit, ſeu fieri ordinaverit, nos firmiter ap- 
probamus, et habituri ſumus. Omnibus et ee 
inſuper antedictæ cccleſiæ et conventus paſtoribus, et 


prfſbyterks, cæterisque quibuscunque, infra illam par- 
« tem 
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« tem Magnz Britanniæ, Scotiam vocatam, ſubditis no- 


« ſtris quibuscunque, cujuscunque gradus, ſeu qualita- 
« tis, ut dictum. Joannem Comitem de Glaſgow, tan-- 
quam ſupremum noſtrum Commiſſionarium, quoad. 


« effectum ſupra mentionatum revereantur, agnoſcant, 


« et dict. ipſius audientes. ſe præbeant, ſtricte manda- 


« mus et imperamus: Atque hancnoſtramcommillionem, 
« a dicto vigeſimo tertio die Maii proxime incipere, et 
% deinceps hac ſubſequente ſeſſione dicti generalis con- 


« yentus, in vigore continuare declaramus, vel ulque- 
« dum a nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus: 


* rei teſtimonium, ſigillum noſtrum per Unionis tracta- 
« tum cuſtodiend.. et in Scotia, vice et loco Magni Si- 
« gilli ej uſdem, utend.. ordinat. præſentibus appendi 
« mandavimus; apud aulam noſtram de St James's, vi- 


« geſimo nono die menſis Aprilis, anno Domini milleſi- 


« mo ſeptingentiſimo ſeptuageſimo primo, regnique no- 
« ſtri anno undecimo. Per ſignaturam manu S. D. N. 
«. regis. ſupraſcript.”” | 


A Wi N N ee . 


I 


The KinG's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 
by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. 


IGHT Reverend and well beloved, we greet you 

well. The experience we have of your ſteady re- 
ſolution to perſevere in the great cauſe of religion and 
virtue, and the repeated proofs you have given us of 
your duty, loyalty, and affection for our perſon. and go- 
vernment, afford us the greateſt ſatisfaction; and it is 
with pleaſure that we renew thoſe aſſurances, which we 
bave fo frequently given you, of our royal approbation 
and protection, at the ſame time that we acquaint you with 
our unalterable determination to preſerve and maintain 
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attachment of our Right Truſty and Right Well Beloyed 


the Church of Scotland, as by law eſtabliſhed, in the full 
and free enjoyment of all her jutt rights and privileges. 

The reliance we have in the uninterrupted harmony, 
which, we are periuaded, prevails in all your deliberati— 
ons, makes it unneceflary to recommend it to you to a- 
void all private animoſities and perſonal altercations; 
and we doubt not, but in all your councils, you will ex— 
ert your utmoſt endeavours in the purſuit of ſuch mea- 
ſures, as may beſt tend to the ſupport of the chriſtian 
faith, the advancement of true religion and piety, and 
the general good of mankind, as well as to the ſupprel- 
ſion of irreligion, and every ſpecies of licentioutnc{s, 
Such a conduct will always meet with our hearty con- 
currence and ſupport, as, in its conlequences, it cannot. 


fail to increaſe the happineſs of our people. | 
From the knowledge we have of the fidelity, zeal and 


couſin, Joan Earl of Glaſgow, we have again made choice 
of him to repreſent our perſon in this General Aſſembly, 
not doubting but you will conſider this nomination as a 
freſh mark of our royal favour, as he has already given 
the ſtrongeſt proofs of his attention to the welfare and 
true intereſts of his country. n 

We have only to add our exhortations to you, to con- 
tinue in the ſame ſteady courſe, for the advancement of 
true religion and piety, and to the encouragement: of e- 
very thing which may increale that harmony, unanimity 
and brotherly love, which will.enture a happy and ſatis- 
factory concluſion of the preſent meeting of the General 
Aſſembly: And io we bid you heartily farewell. | 


Given at our Court at St James's, the 29th day 
of April 1771, in the eleventh year of our 


reign. 
By his Majeſty's command, 


(Signed) ROCHFORD. 
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III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 


King's moſt gracious Letter, 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


H E gracious letter, with which your Majeſty hath 
honoured this meeting of the national Aſſembly of 
our church, was received with the higheſt reſpect and 
gratitude. 8 
The renewed aſſurance which your Majeſty hath been 
pleaſed to give us of your royal approbation, and of your 
unalterable determination to preſerve the church of Scot- 
land, as by law. eſtabliſhed, in the full and free enjoy- 
ment of all her juſt rights and privileges, muſt be conſi- 
dered by us, as an additional obligation to perſevere in 
our endeavours to promote the intereſts of virtue and re- 
ligion, and to give further proofs of that duty, loyalty, 
and affection for your Majeſty's perſon and government, 
which we feel in our hearts, and which your Majeſty hath 
vouchſafed to mention in a manner ſo gracious. 

It gives us peculiar pleaſure to. find, that the reports 
your Majeſty hath received of the good behaviour of for- 
mer Aſſemblies, of the ſpirit with which they were ani 
mated, and the decency that was maintained in their de- 
liberations, have confirmed your expectation of our pro- 
ſecuting the buſineſs of this Aſſembly in ſuch a manner 
as becomes the character we ſuſtain, and the truſt com- 

mitted to us. | 

The ſupport of the chriſtian faith, the advancement of 
true religion and piety, and the general good of man- 
kind, are the great objects which we wiſh to keep conti- 
nually in our view ; and it makes us happy to have theſe 
recommended to us by a Sovereign, who conſiders the 
ſuppreſſion of irreligion, and every ſpecies of licentiouſ- 
nels, as the moſt effectual means for ſecuring and increa- 
ſing the happinets of that great nation, over which, by the 
Providence of God, he reigns. 
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We receive with thankfulneſs your Majeſty's royal do- 
nation for promoting Chriſtian knowledge, and the re- 
formed religion, in the Highlands and Iſlands ot Scot- 
land. It ſhall be our care ſo to apply the ſum beſtow- 
ed tor that purpoſe, as may beſt anſwer your Majeſty's. 
benevolent and pious intentions. 

The approved fidelity and zeal of the Earl of Glaſgow, 
in your Majeſty's ſervice, his abilities for the diſcharge of 
ſo high a traſt, of which we have had long experience, 
his ſtated regard to religion, his warm affection to the 
intereſts of his country, and his other amiable qualities, 
make your Majelty's choice of him to repreſent your 
royal perſon in this Aſſembly moſt acceptable to us. 

The exhortations, with which your Majeſty concludes: 
your letter, are no leſs worthy of our attention, than they 
become the character of a truly Chriitian. Prince. 

That the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
may bleſs your Majeſty with all ſpiritual bleſſings, and 
render your adminiſtration: proſperous; that your Royal 
Conſort, our moſt gracious Queen, may be the object of 
his peculiar favour; that the Moſt High may be the 
guardian of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and 
of all your Royal Family, are and ever ſhall be, the ear- 


neſt prayers of, 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
| Moſt e 
And moſt loyal ſubjects, 
The miniſters and elders. met in this Na- 
tional Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 
© ROBERT WALKER Moderator, 


Ep1N. 26th 
May, 1771. 


Commiſſion 
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IV. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 

Elders, for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Islands, and for. managing 
his Majeſty's Royal Bounty for that 
End. | 


HE General Aſſembly do hereby nominate and ap- 
1 point Mr Robert Walker one of the miniſters of E- 
| dinburgh, their moderator, all the miniſters, members of 
the preſbytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Kerr at Forfar, 
Mr Robert Trail at Panbride, Mr Alexander Shanks at 
Arbuthnot, Mr Gavin Mitchel at Kinnelair, Mr Theo- 
dore Gordon at Kennethmont, Mr James Gordon at Ca- 
brack, Mr Alexander Turing at Oyne, Mr Walter Mori- 
ſon at Deſkfoord, Mr Alexander Chalmers at Cairnie, 
Mr John Grant at Dundurcas, Mr John Dunbar at 
Knockando, Mr Patrick Grant at Cromdale, Mr Lewis 
Grant at Duthill, Mr James Calder at Croy, Mr James 
Macintoſh at Moy, Mr James Monro at Cromarty, Mr 
Patrick Grant at Nigg, Mr Joſeph Monro at Edderton, 
Mr Adam Roſe at Dingwall, Mr George Watſan at Kilt- 
earn, Mr Alexander Fraſer at Kilmale, Mr Patrick Grant 
at Boleſkeen, Mr John Clark at Stornoway, Mr Alexan- 
der M*Kay at Barvas, Mr John M'Aulay at Bara, Mr 
Donald M*Leod at Glenelg, Mr George Munro at Far, 
Mr James Aliſon at Holme, Mr Thomas Hepburn at Bir- 
ſay, Mr Charles Wilkie at Ecleſmachin, Mr William Taic 
at Kilbucho, Dr Alexander Carlyle at [nvereſk, Dr Jo- 
ſeph M*Cormick at Preſtonpans, Mr Robert Home at 
Polwart, Dr Walter Anderſon at Chirnſide, Mr Angus 
Bethune at Harris, Mr William Scott at Abotrule, Mr Da- 
Vid Scott at Channelkirk, Mr James Lorimer at Yarrow, 
Mr John Dickie at Langholm, Mr Peter Vorſtoun at 
Cloſeburn, Mr Archibald Lawſon at Kirkmahoo, Mr Ro- 
bert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, Mr Andrew Roſs at Inch, 
Mr Gilbert Lang at Largs, Mr James Moriſon at Paiſley, 
Ts C Mr 


r 


Mr John Freebairn at Dumbarton, Mr William Porteous- 
at Glalgow, Mr James Stoddart at Kirkintilloch, Mr 
Duacan M'Lea at Innerhealen, Mr David Campbell at 
Southend, Mr Peter Campbell at Kilmichael, Mr Adam 
Ferguſon at Mouline, Mr James Meek at Leſmahegow, 
Mr David Swan at Scoonie, Mr Andrew Turnbull at 
Kippen, Mr Patrick Glaſs at Crail, Mr Colin Campbell at 


Renfrew, Dr John Walker at Moffat, Mr Andrew Hun- 


ter at Dumfries, and Mr Charles Niſbet at Montroſe, 
miniſters; Profeſſor Thomas Gordon at Aberdeen, Ro- 
bert Finlay of Drummore, Eſq; the Lord Provoſt of E- 
dinburgh, Bailie Charles Wright, Edinburgh, Mr Walter 


Giblon merchant in Leith, Provoſt James Stewart, Edin- 


burgh, Mr Alexander Orr writer to the ſignet, Mr Willi— 
am M' Donald writer to the ſignet, Mr George Ogilvie 
advocate, Dr Gregory Grant, phyſician in E.dinburgh, 
Mr James Colquhoun advocate, Bailie John Walker, Edin- 
burgh, Mr Adam Ogilvy advocate, Provoſt John Dickſon 
Dumfries, Mr Allan M*Dougal writer to the ſignet, Mr 


Walter Coſſar merchant in Edinburgh, Mr John Haddo- 
way merchant in Leith, Arthur Connel, Eſq; Glaſgow, Pro- 


voſt Henry Gilles, Linlithgow, Mr William Alexander mer- 


chant in Edinburgh, Samuel Charteris, Eſq; Sir George 


Preſton, Mr Alexander Hart writer in Edinburgh, Mr 
William Galloway merchant in Edinburgh, Mr John 
Moſſman merchant there, Gideon Shaw of Laurieſton, 
Eſq; Conveener William Armſtrong, Conveener Tho- 


mas. Simpſon, John Home, Eſꝗq; Mr Andrew Croſ- 


bie advocate, Mr Alexander Ferguſon advocate, Mr 
John Chalmers writer to the ſigner, Profeſſor Adam Fer- 


guſon, Bailie John Learmonth merchant in Edinburgh, 


Mr Alexander Belſches advocate, Sir James Colquhoun, 
Bailie James Gentle brewar in Canongate, Mr Willem 
Baillie advocate, Bailie William Tod merchant in Edin— 
burgh, Mr James Grant advocate, Mr George Clerk ad- 
vacate, Bailie John Lothian merchant in Edinburgh, Mr 
George Wallace advocate, and Mr Iſaac Grant writer to 
the ſignet, ruling elders; to be a committee of this Aſ- 


ſembly, for reformation of the Highlands and Iſlands of 


Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of true religion, 
ſuppreſſing Popery and profaneneſs, and for managing 
the royal bounty for theſe ends, according to, and iu 
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terms of his Majeſty's grant to this Aſſembly. In pro- 
ſecution of which purpoſes, the committee are to ap- 
point preachers and catechiſts to go to ſuch places as 
they ſhall find, upon due information, to be moſt pro- 
per, according to his Majeſty's deſign expreſſed in his. 
warrant ; and, in ſo doing, that they have particular re- 
gard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, Small-Ifles, Glenco, 
Harris, the countries.of Moidart, Glengary, and: Locha- 
ber, and the other pariſhes of the ſynods of Glenelg and 
Argyle, which the committee ſhall find, by realon of 
their vaſt extent, by the prevalency of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy: circumſtances, to be in the 
greateſt Giſtrels : And they ſhall take care, that the per- 
ſons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be properly qualified for theſe reſpective offices, of 
good abilities for the ſame, of a pious lite and couverſa- 
tion, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to his Majeſty, and. 
of competent {kill in the principles of divinity, and par- 
ticularly in Popiſh controverſies: Such preachers and ca- 
techiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, and un- 
der the inſpection of, the preſbyteries of - the bounds to 
which they are ſent, who are to take care that the orders. 
of the committee be duly obſerved. by them. And the 
preachers are alſo-appointed to catechiſe; and both they 
and the catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe to 
houſe, and to viſit-the ſick: And, in all their labours a- 
mong the people, to be careful. to teach them the prin- 
ciples and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant religi- 
on, and the obligations they are under to duty and loy- 
alty to our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the 
laws: And the committee are impowered to give them 

ſuch inſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they _ 
ſhall judge meet; which inſtructions the preachers and 
catechiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General As- 
lembly do further appoint the ſaid committee to have a 
particular regard in their proceedings to the regulations 


naging the Royal bounty, on the 3oth of September 
1730, approven- by frequent Aſſemblies; and to take 
care that preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the 
ſame, which they are hereby ordered to do: Particular- 
ly, the Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral preſbyteries to inſert 
in their regiſters, the committce's appointments of the 
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agreed. upon by the committee of the Aſſembly for ma- 
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deſignations, ſalaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral miſſiona- 
ries, and to have an exact regard thereto, in all the let- 
ters they ſhall write about the ſaid miſſionaries, and in 
giving of certificates to them ; and to direct all their let- 
ters concerning miſſionaries in their bounds, only to the 
moderator of the committee; which letters ſhall be ſign- 
ed, at the appointment of the preſbytery, by the modera- 
tor or clerk thereof; And the Aſſembly does diſcharge 
any payment to be made of the ſalaries of the miſſiona- 
ries, except upon receipts from the miſſionaries themſelves, 
and upon certificates from the Preſbyteries, bearing that 
they have ſerved for the time mentioned in the receipts. 
The General Aſſembly do alſo impower the ſaid commit— 
tee to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, what 
may remain of the laſt year's Royal bounty not diſpoſed 
of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not fulfilling the 
appointments laid upon them: And they are to keep a 
regiſter of their proceedings, and like wiſe diſtinct books 
of accompts, how the foreſaid money is beſtowed, which 
ſhall be patent to any concerned, who pleaſe to inſpet 
the ſame. Of the perſons above-named as members of 
this committee, five are declared to be a quorum, whereof 
three are to be miniſters. Bat it 1s hereby appointed, 
that at the quarterly meeting of the committee, in which 
the ſcheme or eſtabliſhment of miſſionaries for the enſu- 
ing year is to be approved and determined, not leſs than 
fourteen ſhall be the quorum, whereof nine ſhall be mi- 
niſters, and the faid committee are appointed to have 
their meetings at Edinburgh, in the hall of the ſociety in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian knowledge, the laſt 
Thurſday of every month, at four of the clock afternoon, 
and alſo the firſt lawfal day after the adjournment of the 
four ſtated diets.of the commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 
bly, at ten of the clock in.the forenoon, except that day 
fall fall to be Saturday, and then the meeting ſhall be | 
upon Monday next thereafter, at the faid hour; with 
power to the ſaid committee to adjourn themſelves to 
ſuch times and places, as they ſhall find moſt needful and 
convenient : and they are to keep a correſpondence with 
the commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, and the Society 
for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, and their commit- 


tee of directors, and to take their advice and _—_ 
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alſo to correſpond with the ſynods and preſbyt 
cerned. They are likewiſe inſtructed and impo ered, 
as they ſhall ſee cauſe, to apply to the Government, or 
any magiſtrate, for aſſiſtance and ſupport 1 in carrying on 
the deſign of the commiſſion now given to them. 


the General Aſſembly do by theſe preſents nominate and 


appoint Mr David Dalrymple advocate,. procurator for 


the Church, to be receiver of the foreſaid Royal bounty, 
and to pay out the ſame as he ſhall be directed and order- 
ed by the ſaid committee, and according to their rules. 


And the ſaid committee are appointed to examine the 


accompts of the diſtribution of the Royal bounty, and lay 
the ſame before the Lords Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's _ 


Treaſury, or the Barons of his via jefty's Court of Exche- 
quer, and to report their diligence to the General Aſſem- 


bly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it is a- 
greed, that no perſon once employed and inſert in the 
ſcheme, ſhall be truck out thereof for that year, but by 


| the. quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be mi- 
niſters; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined 
the firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is offered, but it 
fhall ly on the table till another meeting; and, in the 
mean time, the perſon complained of, and the preſbyte- 


ry of the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhall be acquaint- - 


ed of ſuch complaint, and theſe concerned be required 


to ſend to the faid committee a juſt account of the mat- 


ter, againſt the next meeting. And it is further appoint- 
ed, that after the yearly ſeheme of miſſionaries on the 
Royal bounty is ſettled in manner above directed, and 
notice thereof given by letters to the preſbyteries con- 
cerned, ſuch. preſbyteries [hall ſend up to the ſaid com- 


mittee, their anſwer to thele letters, at fartheſt with their 


commiſſioners. to the General Aſſembly, if the ſame be 
not done ſooner ;. and that'the committee; at their firſt 
meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall endeavour to 
compleat the next year's ſcheme themſelves; and if they 
cannot compleat it, they ſhall name a ſub-committee of 


their number for. that purpoſe, who- are to lay their 


draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, which are 
appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the Aſſem- 


bly as poſſible: And that the ſaid committee, in making 


up the ſcheme of miſſionaries, &c. do not exceed the ſum 
in the grant. | | — 5 | En: 
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Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ruling 
Elders, for diſcuſſing Affairs referred to 
them. | fo 1% 12 


H E General Aſſembly, conſidering that there are 
divers affairs which they cannot overtake, do here- 
by nominate, commiſſionate, and appoint the Reverend 
Mr Robert Walker one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, 
their moderator; and from the preſbytery of Meigle, Mr 
John Robertton at Alyth, Mr James Ogilvie ac Eſſay, 
Mr James Play fair at New-Lylde, miniſters, and Patrick 
Aliſon of Newhall, Eſq; ruling elder; From the preſby- 
tery of Forfar, Dr John Kerr at Forfar, Mr George O- 
gilvie at Cortachie, miniſters, and the Earl of Northesk, 
ruling elder; From the preſbytery of Dundee, Mr James 
Henderſon at Monyfeith, Mr John Gallatly at Tealing, 
Mr Thomas Randal at Inchture, miniſters, and William 
Stirling of Pittendrich, Eſq; ruling elder ; From the pres- 
bytery of Aberbrothock, Mr Robert Trail at Panbride, 
Mr John Aitken at St Vigians, miniſters, and the Honou- 
rable Baron Maule, ruling elder: From the preſbytery 
of Brechin, Mr James Beattie at Maryton, Mr James Pa- 


cardine Onie!, Mr Francis Downie, Mr John _— 
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Dr John Ogilvie, miniſters, and Sir Arthur Forbes, rul- 

ing elder: From the preſbytery of Alford, Mr Theodore 
Gordon at Kennethmont, Mr James Gordon at Cabrach, 
Mr William Copland at Forbes, miniſters, and Mr Alex- 
ander Leith of Glenkindy, ruling elder: From the pres- 
bycery of Ellon, Mr Thomas Mitchell at Tarves, Mr John 
Roſe at Udny, miniſters, and Proféſſor Thomas Gordon 
at Aberdeen, ruling elder: From the preſbytery of Gari- 
ock, Mr Alexander Turing at Oyne, Mr William David- 
ſon ac Inverary, Mr Robert Gauld at Culiamond, mini- 
ſters, and Mr David Dalrymple advocate, procurator for 
the church, ruling elder: From the burgh of Inverury, 
Mr John Clark merchant in Edinburgh: From the pres- 
bytery of Deer, Mr John Smith at Strichen, Mr George 
Moir at Peterhead, Mr Charles Keay at Old Deer, mini- 

ſters, and Lord Strichen, ruling elder: From the pres- 
bytery of Fordyce, Mr Walter Moriſon at Deſkfoord, 
Mr James Dunbar at Boyndee, miniſters, and, Mr John 
Robertſon writer in Edinburgh, ruling elder: From the 
burgh of Cullen, Mr George Ogilvie advocate: From 
the burgh of Banff, Charles Hope-Vere of Craigiechall, 

_ Eſq; From the preſbytery of Strathbogie, Mr Alexander 
Chalmers at Cairnie, Mr John Coopar at Glaſs, miniſters, 
and Mr Coſmo Gordon advocate, ruling elder: From 

the preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr John Grant at Dundur- 
caſs, Mr John Dunbar at Knockando, miniſters, and Mr 
Iſaac Grant writer to the ſignet, ruling elder : From the 
preſbytery of Abernethy, Mr Patrick Grant at Cromdale, 
Mr Lewis Grant at Duthill, miniſters, and Dr Gregory 
Grant phyſician in Edinburgh, ruling elder: From the 
preſbytery of Elgin, Mr Lachlan Shaw at Elgin, Mr Jo- 
ſeph Anderſon at Birnie, miniſters, and Dr John Tait 
phyſician at Efperſton, ruling elder: From the preſby- 
tery of Forres, Mr Duncan Shaw at Rafford, Mr Alexan- 
der Caull at Fdinkellie, miniſters, and Profeſſor Patrick 
_ Cumming at Glaſgow, ruling elder : From the burgh of 
Forres, Mr James Colquhoun advocate: From the pres- =P 
bytery of Inverneſs, Mr James Calder at Croy, Mr James 55 
MIntoſh at Moy, miniſters, and Alexander Campbell, 
Eſq; advocate, ruling elder: From the preſbytery of Cha- 
nonry, Mr James Monro at Cromarty, Mr Alexander 
| Wood at Roſemarkie, miniſters, and Bailie John Walker 
merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder : From the preſby- 
ON ö * | tery 
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tery of Tain, Mr Patrick Grant at Nigg, Mr Joſeph Mon- 
ro at Edderton, miniſters, and David Roſs of Innerhau- 
fley, Eſq; ruling elder: From the burgh of Tain, Robert 
Chalmers of Larbert, Eſq; From the preſbytery of Din gwall, 
Mr Adam Roſe at Dingwall, Mr George Watſon at Kjl- 
tearn, miniſters, and Mr Walter Gibſon ſurgeon in Leith, 
ruling elder: From the prefbytery of Abertarph, Mr A- 
lexander Fraſer at Kilmallee, Mr Patrick Grant at Bole- 

ſkeen, miniſters, and Mr James Grant advocate, ruling | 
elder: From the prefbytery of Sky, Mr Donald M“ 
Queen at Kilmuir, Mr Martin M*Pherſon at Slate, mi: 
niſters, and Mr John Haddoway merchant in Leith, ruling 
elder: From the preſbytery of Lewis, Mr John Clerk at 
Stornoway, Mr Alexander M*Kay at Barvas, miniſters, 
and Mr George Sy me ſlater in Edinburgh, ruling elder: 
From the preſbytery of Uiſt, Mr John M*Aulay at Bara, 
Mr Angus Bethune at Harris, miniſters, and Mr George 
Wallace advocate, ruling elder: From the preſbytery of 
Gerloch, Mr James Robertſon at Lochbroom, Mr Do- 
nald M*Leod at Glenelg, miniſters, and Mr William M 
Donald writer to the fignet, ruling elder: From the burgh 
of Dornock, Mr Alexander M*Kenzie writer to the ſig- 
net: From the preſbytery of Tong, Mr George Monro 
at Fair, Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrahillis, miniſters, 
and Mr John Moſman merchant in Edinburgh, ruling 
elder: From the preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr james Ali- 
ſon at Holme, Mr James Weir at South Ronaldſhay, mi- 
niſters : From the burgh of Kirkwall, Mr Robert Blair 
advocate: From the preſbytery of Cairſton, Mr Thomas 
Hepburn at Birſay, Mr James Tyrie at Sandwick, mini- 
niſters, and Bailie John Learmonth merchant in Edin- 
burgh, ruling elder : From the preſbytery of North Iſles, 
Mr Hugh Sutherland at Sanday, Mr james Lefly at Rou- 
fay, miniſters, and Mr Thomas Simpſon peuterer in E- 
burgh, ruling elder: From the preſbytery of Edinburgh, 
Dr Alexander Webſter, Dr Daniel M4Queen, Dr Robert 
Dick, Mr Alexander Brice at Kirk-Newton, Mr Robert 
Fiſher at Colington, Mr James Craig at Currie, miniſters, 
Bailie John Carmicheal, Provoſt James Stewart and Mr 
Robert Johnſton merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elders: 
From the city of Edinburgh, the Right Honourable John 
Dalrymple, Eſq; Lord Provoſt, and Mr William Arm- 


ſtrong Conveener: From the univerſity of Edinburgh, 
| | | 1 Principal 
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principal Robertſon: From the church of Campvere, 
Mr James Tair at Campvere, miniſter, and John Home, 
Eſq; ruling elder: From the preſbytery of Linliti:gow, 
Mr Charles Wilkie at Ecclefinachin, Mr Adam Wadder- 
ſton at Bathgate, Mr James Paton at Torphichen, Mr 
John Knox at Slamannan, miniſters, Mr William B Alte, 
advocate, and Bailie Robert Clerk, Linlithgow, rulag 
elders: From the burgh of Linlithgow, Provoſt Henry 
Gilles: From the burgh of Queensferry, Mr Walter 
Scott merchant in Edinburgh: From the preſbytery of 
Biggar, Mr William Tait at Kilbucho, Mr John Noble at 
Libberton, Mr Thomas Gray at Broughton, miniſters, 
and Robert Welth of Moſsfennan, Eſq; ruling elder 2 
From the preſbytery of Peebles, Mr Stephen Oliver at 
Ionerlecthin, Mr William Dalgleiſh at Peebles, minitters, 
and the Lord Advocate, ruling elder : From the preſby- 
tery of Dalkeith, Dr Alexander Carlyle at Invereſk, Mr 
John Main at Newton, Mr James Taylor at Glencroſs, 


the preſbytery of Haddington, Mr George A derm at 


Neil Roy at Aberlady, miniſters, and Lord Coalſton, ru- 
ling elder: From the burgh of Haddington, James Wil- 
kie younger of Gilkerſton, Eſq; From the burgh of North- 
Berwick, Mr John Swinton tertius, advocate: From the 


an-Hepburn, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder: From the 


pel: From the preſbytery of Dunſe, Mr Robert Douglas 
at Bunkle, Mr Robert Home at Polwart, miniſters, and 
Mr Chriſtopher Tait preacher of the goſpel, ruling el- 
der: From the preſbytery of Chiraſide, Dr Walter An- 
derſon at Chirnſide, Mr Thomas Tait at Eymouth, mi- 
niſters, and Sir John Stewart of Allanbank, Baronet, ru- 
ling elder: From the presbytery of Kelſo, Mr Joſeph 
Leck at Yetholm, Mr Robert Hogg at Roxburgh, mini- 
ſters, and Mr Solicitor Dundas, ruling elder: From the 
presbytery of Jedburgh, Mr John Rogers at Hownam, 
Mr William Paton at Eckford, Mr William Scott at Ab- 
botrule, miniſters, and Mr John Laurie preacher of the 
goſpel, ruling elder : From the preſbytery of Lauder, 
Mr James F ord at Lauder, Mr David Scott at Channel- 


" ruling 


miniſters, and the Lord Preſident, ruling elder; From 


Pencaitland, Dr Joſeph M*Cormick at Preſtonpans, Mr 


preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr David Smith at Innerwick, Mr 
George Bruce at Dunbar, miniſters, and George Buch- 


burgh of Dunbar, Mr Peter Miller preacher of the goſ- 


kirk, miniſters, and Alexander Dalziel of Hartſide, Eſq; 
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ruling elder: From the burgh of Lauder, the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Lauder: From the preſbytery 
of Selkirk, Mr James Lorimer at Yarrow, Mr John A. 
dams at Etterick, miniſters, and Mr Adam Ogilvie ad— 
vocate, ruling elder : From the burgh of Selkirk, Gide— 
on Shaw of Laurieſton, Eſq; From the preſbytery of An- 
nan, Mr James Currie at Middlebel, Mr Thomas Smith 
at Cummertrees, miniſters, and Mr Alexander Orr wri- 
ter to the ſignet, ruling elder : From the preſbytery of 
Langholm, Mr John Dickie at Langholm, Mr Andrew 
Walker at Canonbee, miniſters, and Bailie William Tod 
merchant in Edinburgh, ruling elder: From the presby- 
tery of Lochmabon, Mr Richard Brown at Lochmabon, 
Dr John Walker at Moffat, Mr James Moodie at Mouſ- 
wald, miniſters, and Mr Peter Haliday in Barntimpen, 
ruling elder : From the burgh of Lochmabon, James 
Mounſay of Rammarſkails, Eſq; From the presbytery of 
Penpont, Mr Peter Yorſtoun at Cloſeburn, Mr John 
Thomſon at Sanquhar, miniſters, and Mr Alexander Fer- 
uſon advocate, ruling elder : From the burgh of San- 
quhar, Mr George Clerk advocate : From the presbytery 
of Dumfries, Mr John Ewart at Troqueir, Mr Archibald 
Lawſon at Kirkmahoe, Mr Andrew Hunter at Dumfries, 
miniſters, and Mr Andrew Crosbie advocate, ruling el- 
der : From the burgh of Dumfries, Provoſt John Dick- 
ſon : From the presbytery of Kirkcudbright, Mr John 
Scott at Wynholm, Mr William Gordon at Anwoth, Mr 
Robert Mutter at Kirkcudbright, miniſters, and Mr Wil-. 
liam Shaw in Glenlee, ruling elder : From the presbyte- 
ry of Wigton, Mr Andrew Adair at Whitehorn, Mr James 
Laing at Glaſſerton, miniſters, and Mr Alexander Stew- 
art in Drummorel, ruling elder : From the burgh of Wig- 
ton, William M*<Culloch younger of Torhouſe, Eſq; From 
the presbytery of Stranrawer, Mr James Tweddle at Olc- 
luce, Mr Andrew Roſs at Inch, miniſters, and Dr Robert 
Findlay of Drummore, ruling elder : From the presby- 
tery of Air, Mr William Auld at Mauchlan, Mr John M“ 
Dermit at Straiton, Mr Andrew Mitchell at Muirkirk, Mr 


John Dun at Auchinleck, Mr John Cunningham at Monk- 


toun, miniſters, John Hamilton of Bargenie, Eſq; and | 
William Campbell of Fairfield, Eſq; ruling elders : From 
the burgh of Air, Mr John Chalmers writer to the ſignet: 
From the presbytery of Irvine, Mr Robert Dow at Adroſ- 


ſan, Mr Gilbert Lang at Largs, Mr Michael Tod at 8501 


General Aſſembly 1771. | Ig 


horn, miniſters, and the honourable Patrick Boyle, rul- 
ing cider : From the burgh of Irvine, Mr Claud Marſhall 


writer in Glaſgow : From the presbytery of Paiſley, Mr 


Colin Campbell at Renfrew, Mr John Adam at Greenock, 
Mr George Muir at Paiſley, Mr James Moriſon at Paiſley, 


miniſters, Mr John M*Laurin advocate, and Bailie James 


Willon merchant in Paiſley, ruling elders: From the burgh 


ol Renfrew, Mr John Robertſon maſon in Renfrew :_ 


From the presbytery of Hamilton, Mr David Connel at 
Kilbride, Mr Patrick Maxwell at Newmonkland, Mr A- 
lexander Dobie at Glaſsford, miniſters, and Mr John 
Miller of Brokincrols, ruling elder : From the presbyte- 
ry of Lanerk, Mr James Porteous at Wiſton, Mr William 
Miller at Crawfordjohn, Mr James Meck at Leſmahagow, 
miniſters, and Sir Archibald Denholm of Weſtſhield, ru- 
ling elder : From the burgh of Lanerk, Mr Walter Coſ- 
far merchant in Edinburgh: From the presbytery of 
Glaſgow, Dr Robert Finlay at Glaſgow, Mr William Por- 
teous at Glaſgow, Mr James Stoddart at Kirkintilloch, 


Mr William Anderſon at Gorbals, miniſters, Mr Daniel 


Baxter bookſeller in Glaſgow, and Mr John Shortridge, 
merchant there, ruling elders : From the city of Glaſgow, 
Arthur Connel, Eſq; From the univerſity of Glaſgow, 
Profeſſor William Wight ; From the presbytery of Dum- 
barton, Mr John Colquhoun at Baldernock, Mr Archi- 
bald Smith at Strathblane, Mr John Freebairn at Dum- 


barton, miniſters, and Sir James Colquhoun, ruling el- 


der: From the presbytery of Dunoon, Mr James Thor- 
burn at Kingarth, Mr Duncan Mea at Innerhealen, mi- 
niſters, and Dr James Williamſon profeſſor of mathema- 
ticks in the univerſity of Glaſgow, ruling elder : From 


Lhe presbytery of Kintyre, Mr David Campbell at South- 
end, Mr Gerſhom Stewart at Kilbride, miniſters, and Mr 


Thomas Hogg advocate, ruling elder : From the burgh 
of Campbeltoun, John Campbell of Skipneſs, Eſq; From 


the presbytery of Inverary, Mr Paul Fraſer at Craigniſh, 


Mr Peter Campbell at Kilmichael, miniſters, and Mr 
James Loch writer to the ſignet, ruling elder : From the 
burgh of Inverary, Archibald Campbell of Blandfield, 
Eſq; From the presbytery of Lorn, Mr Patrick Campbell 
at Kilninver, Mr Ludovick Grant at Ardchatten, miniſters, 


and Lord Stonefield, ruling elder : From the presbyte- 


ry of Mull, Mr Archibald M*Taviſh at Toroſay, Mr 
Kenneth McAuldy at Ardnamurchan, miniſters, and Mr 
| | Allan 
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presbytery of Stirling, Mr Robert Finlay at Dollar, Mr 


From the burgh of Kinghorn, Samuel Charteris, Elq; 
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Allan M*Dougal writer to the ſignet, ruling elder: From 
the presbytery of Dunkeld, Mr Adam Ferguſon at Mou— 
line, Mr James Campbell at f. enmore, Mr john Calder 
at Weem, Mr John Brodie at Kinloch, miniſters, the Earl 
of Broadalbane, and Proteilor Adam Fergulon, ruling el- 
ders: From the presbytery of Perth, Mr John Faichney 
at Collace, Mr Patrick Meek at Kinnoul, Mr Alexander 
Duff at Tippermuir, Mr Andrew Williamfon at Arngoſk, 
miniſters, Mr Alexander Belſhes advocate, and hailie 
John Caw merchant in Perth, ruling elders: From the 


James Frame at Alloa, miniſters, and Lord Barjarg, rul- 
ing elder: From the burgh of Stirling, Provoſt Henry 
Jatfray: From the presbytery of Auchterarder, Mr john 
Murray at Foulis, Mr John Kemp at Trinity-Gaſk, Mr 
James Campbell at Auchterarder, miniſters, and Bailie 
James Gentle brewer in Canongate, ruling elder ; From 
the presbytery of Dumblane, Mr Andrew Turnbull at 
Kippen, Mr James Smith at Kilmadock, miniſters, and 
Mr Benjamin Downie of Blairgorts, ruling elder: From 
the presbytery of Dunfermline, Mr James Thomſon at 
Dunfermline, Mr. Alexander Daling at Cleiſh, Mr John 
Spence at Orwall, miniſters, and Sir George Preſton of 
Valliefield, ruling elder: From the burgh of Dunterm- 
line, Mr Alexander Hart writer in Edinburgh: From the 
burgh of Culroſs, Mr David Ireland town-clerk of Cul- 
roſs: From the burgh of Dyſart, Bailie Charles Wright 
merchant in Edinburgh: From the presbytery of Kirk- 
caldy, Dr Harry Spence at Wemyſs, Mr Thomas Web- 
ſter at Kinghora, Mr David Swan at Scoonie, miniſters, 
and William Alexander of Clunie, Elq; ruling elder: 
From the burgh of Kirkcaldy, Provoſt James Heggie : 


From the burgh of Burntiſland, Bailie John Hoy: From 
the presbytery of Coupar, Mr George Lyon at Strathmet- 
gle, Mr Roger Moodie at Monymail, Mr Charles Wilton 
at Auchtermuchty, Mr Robert Swan at Monzie, mini- 
ſters, Captain Frederick Maitland and David Melvill of 
South Baltillie, ruling elders: From the burgh of Cou- 
par, John Balfour of Balbirnie, Eſq; From the presbyte- 
ry of St Andrews, Mr Patrick Glaſs at Craill, Dr John 
Chalmers at Kilconquhar, Mr John Mair at Cameron, 


Mr John Richardſon at Newburn, miniſters, Dr George 
1 Haddow 
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Haddow, and Mr James Chalmers merchant in Eaſter 
Enſter, ruling elders: From the burgh of St Andrews, 
Mr William Chalmers writer in Edinburgh: From 
the univerſity of Saint Andrews, Doctor James 
Flint profeſſor of medicine: From the burgh of Pit- 
tenweem, James Durham of Largo, Eſq; From the 
burgh of Craill, Mr Andrew Balfour advocate: From 
the burgh of Anſtrather-Eaſter, John M*Naughton, Eſq; 
From the burgh of Anſtruther-Weſter, Bailie John Lothi- 
an merchant, Edinburgh: From the burgh of Kilrenny, 
Conveener John Lindſay, Edinburgh; To be commiſſi- 
oners of this General Aſſembly, to the effect after-menti- 
oned ; with power to the faid commiſſioners, or their 
quorum, which is hereby declared to be any thirty-one of 
the faid commiſſioners, whereof twenty-one are always to 
be miniſters, to meet and conveen within the Aſſembly- 
houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt day after the diſſolution of 
this Aſſembly, at ten,of the clock in the forenoon ; and 
thereafter the ſecond Wedneſday of Auguſf, third Wed- 
neſday of November, and the firſt Wedneſday of March 
next to come, and oftener when and where they ſhall 
think fit and convenient, with power to the faid com- 
miſſioners to chuſe their own moderator: And likeways, . 
the General Afﬀembly fully impowers their ſaid commiſ- 
ſioners, or their quorum above-mentioned, to cognoſce and 
finally determine, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in every mat- 
ter referred, or that ſhall be referred to them, by an act 
or order of this Aſſembly, and to do every thing con- 
tained in, and conform to the inſtructions given, or to 
be given by this Aſſembly ; and to advert to the intereſt 
of the church on every occaſion, that the church, and 
preſent eſtabliſhment thereof do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any 
prejudice which they can prevent, as they will be an- 
ſwerable: Provided always, that this general clauſe be 
not extended to particular affairs, or proceſſes before ſy- 
nods or presbyteries, that are not of univerſal concern 
to, or influence upon, the whole church. And it is 
hereby appointed, that no private proceſſes be determin- 
ed, except at the four ſtated diets; and what ſhall be 
determined at one diet of the commiſſion, with relation 
to private cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any other diet 
thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue in force, till diſap- 
Proven by the General Aſſembly. And the Aſſembly 
renews the inſtructions given by the General Aſſembly 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen, 
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to their commiſſion, and appoints the ſame to ſtand in 
full force, as inſtructions to the commilſioners before. 
named, and to be obſerved by them in all points, as if 
the ſame were ſpecially here inſert ; and that they inquire 
into the publiſhing and ſpreading of books and pamphlets 
tending towards the promoting of opinions of whateyer 
kind, inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of faith; and that 
the recommenders of ſuch books or pamphlets, or the 
errors therein contained, whether by word, writ, or 
print, be called before the ſaid commiſſion to anſwer for 
the ſame. And further, the ſaid commiſſion is hereby 
impowered to receive any references and appeals that 
ſhall be made to them from ſynods, in matters of doctrine, 
and ripen ſuch affairs for the next General Aſſembly; and 
to contribute what they can to the ſuppreſſing of vice 
and immorality, and give all needful advice and aſliſtance 
to ſynods and presbyteries, upon application to them for 
that end: Likeways to take care that the impreſſions of 
the holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith and Catechi ſins, 
and ſuch books as are authoriſed by this church, relating 
to the doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and government 
thereof, be correct; and give directions about printing 
the ſame. And the commiſſioners are appointed and 
impowered to keep a correſpondence with the commit- | 
tee for reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, for 
ſuppreſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, and: for promoting 
the knowledge of true religion, and carrying on a re- 
formation in theſe parts, and give aſſiſtance and concur- 
rence therein; and, if need be, to apply to the govern- 
ment for a proper remedy and ſpeedy redreſs. And the 
ſaid commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſ- 
charged to meddle in any other matters than what are 
committed and referred to them, as above-mentioned : 
And, in all their actings, they are to proceed according 
to the acts and conſtitutio: of this church, and to do no- 
thing contrary thereto, or t the prejudice of the fame 3 
declaring, that in, and for all their actings, they ſhall be 
accountable to, and cenſurable by the next General A- 
ſembly, as they ſhall ſee cauſe. And the General Aſſe m- 
bly appoints the {aid commiſſioners particularly to oblet ve 
the acts of the General Aſſemblies one thouſand ſeven hun. 
dred and twelve, and one thouſand ſeven hundred and. 


nincteen, reſpecting the appplication of the public mo- 
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ney; which two acts are printed among the acts of A(- 
ſembly one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty-one. And 

this commiſſion is to continue and endure until another 
commiſſion be appointed ; and members are required to 
attend the diets of the ſaid commiſſion ; and abſents 
therefrom are ordered to be noticed, according to the 

17th act of the General Aſſembly held in the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix. And for the better 
ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance of members on 

the commiſſion, the General Aſſembly prohibits the pres- 

| bytery of Edinburgh, or any other presbytery within 
twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of the days or weeks 
appointed for the meeting of this commiſſion ; and ſuch 

of the members of theſe presbyteries as are on the com- 
miſſion, are required all of. them to give attendance on 

| the diets thereof; and the presbyteries at a greater di- 
ſtance, who have four or more members on the commiſ- 

ſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two of them attend 

each diet of the ſame; and the. General Aſſembly ap- 
point their commiſſion, at their firſt meeting; to diſcuſs as 
many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to the ſettle- 
ment of vacant churches, which are, or ſhall be referred 

to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake. And it 

is farther provided, that when any presbytery, or ſynod 

of this church, ſhall decline to comply with the ſentence 

of the commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full excention, 

in that caſe the commiſſion is hereby prohibited to exe- 

cute the fame, by appointing any ſuch correſpondent 
meeting, as has been ſometimes the practice; but ſhall 
allow the ſame ro ly over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to 
which ſuch presbyteries or ſynods ſhall be anſwerable for 
ſuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend up 
with their commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame.. 
And-the Aſſembly doth further impower and direct the 
laid commiſſion, to- make due application to the King 
and Parliament, for redrels of the grievance of patronage, 
in caſe a favourable opportunity for ſo doing ſhall oc- 
cur during the ſubſiſtence of this commiſſion. And that 
in paſſing theie ſentences, and in ordering the execution 


of the ſame, they ſtrictly 8 the carts act of the At- 
 tembly 1736. 


Act 


24 ; The Acts of the 


VI. 


Act Rn the Diet of the next 
| General Amy. 


7 H E next General Aſſembly this National Church 
is appointed to be held in this place on Thurſday 


the Twenty-ſecond day of May, in the year One thou- 
and ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two. 


TE, 
Collected and extracted fron the record of the Ge- 
nueral Aſſembly, by *. 


| GEORGE WISHART, Cle. Ecc. Stor, 
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A C T concerning Perfons guilty of Un- 
cleanneſs, Where they ſhould make Sa-. 
tisfaction. 


Edinburgh, May 31. 1771. 


I being repreſented to the Aſſembly by an overture 
1 tranſmitted to them by their committee for overtures, 
that diſ putes had ariſen, in the caſe of delinquents, where 
ſatisfaction ſhould be made, when the delinquents have. 
their reſidence in different pariſhes. The General Aſſembly 
find, that according to the law and practice of this church, 
perſons guilty of uncleanneſs ſhould ſatisfy in that pariſh 
whereof the woman was a pariſhioner at the time the 
guilt was committed; and that by a pariſhioner is under- 

ſtood, a perſon, who has his, or her fixed reſidence, or 
place of abode, within à certain pariſh, for the time, 
whether ſuch reſidence is. of long or ſhort duration. 
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General Aſſembly held in the Vear 


1771. 


JH Kings Commiſſion o JOHN Earl of Glaſgow, 
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III. The General Aſſembly's anſwer to the 1 1 fi gra- 


cious letter. * 


IV. Commiſſion to ſome miniſters and ruling elders, for re- 
formation of the Highlands and Iſlands, and for ma- 
nag ing his Majeſty's royal bounty for that end 9 


V. Commiſſion to ſome miniſters and ruling elders, for diſ- 
cuſſing affairs referred to them I4 


VI. AA appointing the diet of the next General Aſſem- 
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OVERTURE 


— — 


General Aſembly, 1971. . 


OvERTURE anent the Age of ruling El- 
ders, and the electing them to repre- 
ſent Seſſions in the P resbytery and 8y- c 


nod. 


we — CN 


HE General Aſſembly called for an overture a- 
nent the age of ruling elders, and the electing them 

to repreſent ſeſſions in the presbytery and ſynod, which 
was given in to the laſt General Aſſembly, and by them 
ordered tolye over till this Aſſembly, which was read, and 
is as follows: Primo, That no perſon fhall be ordained an 
elder of this church before he is twenty-one years of age 
compleat. Secundo, That all preſbytery elders ſhall be e- 
leted within two months after the ſitting of ſynod, to at- 
tend the presbytery and enſuing ſynod of that bounds, 
and in caſe of death, or demiſſion, a new elder ſhall be 
made within one month of the ſame. Tertio, That eve- 
ry elder ſo choſen ſhall produce an extract of his election 
under the hand of the Seſſion- clerk, before he be receiy- 
ed on the roll of either presbytery,or ſynod. The Ge- 
neral Aſſembly ordered the above to be tranſmitted as an 
overture to the ſeveral presbyteries, and appoints them 


to return their opinions thereupon to the next General 
Aſſembly. | 8 | 


OveRTURE anent Members of inferior 
Courts judging in Cauſes appealed 
from them. | 


Edinburgh, May 29. 1771. 
T HE General Aſſembly took into conſideration the 


overture anent members of inferior courts judging 

þ perior courts in cauſes appealed from them, which 
ad been tranſmitted to presbyteries by ſeveral preced- 
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ing Aſſemblies, and had originally come before the AC 
ſembly in the year 1754 from the commiſſion of the then 

foregoing Aſſembly, the tenor whereof follows: The 
Commiſſion conſidering, that the preſent practice of this. 
church, whereby the members of inferior judicatories are 
excluded from judging or voting in the ſuperior judica- 
tories, in caſe of an appeal, is contrary to the practice of 
all other courts, Both of law and equity, and in ſome 
meaſure ſubverſive of that exact purity which is a leading 
part of our conſtitution, as it ſometimes ſubjects the ſen- 
tence of the far greater number to that of the leſſer; and 
further, conſidering that, by this means, thoſe who a lit- 
tle before acted in the character of judges, are obliged to 
ſtand at the bar, on a level with: the pannel, muſt enter 
into the ſpirit and warmth of a party, and perhaps are 
condemned for no other reaſon, than giving ſentence ac- 
cording to their beſt judgment, and which they would 
willingly have altered upon a review; and as it often, 


if net always, happens that, when the members of inferi- 


or courts, before whom the cauſe was firſt tried, and 
thoroughly canvaſſed, are removed, the affair is not ſuffi- 
ciently underſtood. particularly becauſe thoſe who voted 
among the minority are not allowed to aſſign any rea- 
fons for their conduct, except they have entered a com- 


plaint, which one would not chuſe to do, unleſs in a very 


ſtrong caſe; and every one knows, that, in the courſe 
of li things frequently caſt up, which perplex 
or miſlead the judges, that could eafily. have been obvi- 
ated or cleared up, if the members of the inferior courts 
had not been deprived of the liberty of ſpeaking. On 
all theſe accounts, and for many other obvious reaſons, 
the Commiſſion propoſe, that the Aſſembly ſhould tranſ- 
mit an overture to the conſideration of the ſeveral pres- 
byteries, for allowing the members of inferior judicato- 
ries to ſit, judge and vote in the ſuperior courts, in caſes 
of appeals, as they do at preſent in the caſe of a reference. 
The General Aſſembly did and hereby do re- tranſmit the 


ſaid overture to the ſeveral presbyteries, with this parti- 


cular injunction, that they confider the ſame, on or be- 
fore the day of electing their nne, to the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. | R 

3 N D E & 


INDEX ox ABRIDGEMENT 
OF THE 


Actings and proceedings of the General Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland, held in the Year 1771, which 


are not printed at full length. 


May 23. 1771. Sefſ. 1. 


Fr ER ſermon by the Reverend Dr Alexander Car- 
\ lyle, miniſter of the goſpel at Invereſk, moderator 
of the laſt General Aſſembly, the miniſters and ruling 
_ elders conveened in the Aſſembly-houſe in the uſual 
manner; and after prayer by the ſaid Dr Alexander 
Carlyle, Mr Robert Walker, one of the miniſters of E- 
dinburgh, was unanimouſly choſen moderator, ang, at 
the Aſſembly's deſire, took the chair. 
The King's commiſſion to John Earl of Glaſgow, to re- 
preſent his 3 8 royal ane. read and record- 


ed. 


The King's moſt gracious letter to this Aſſembly, read and 
recorded. 

The Commiſſioner's {| peech at opening this Aſſembly, and 
the moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. | 

His Majeſty” s royal warrant for L. ro000 Sterling deliver- 
ed into the Aſſembly by his Grace the commiſſioner, 
read, and ordered to be recorded. 1 

A committee named for anſwering the King's moſt gra- 
cious letter. 

A committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, cenſüring abſents from the 
diets thereof; naming miniſters to preach before his 
Grace the King' s commiſſioner; receiving in liſts of 
probationers in the ſeveral preſbyteries, in order to 
their being recorded, | 

Committee for oyertures named. 


2 Committee 


ED EE X 1771, 


Committee ppi bills, references, and appeals named. 
Adjonrament. 


May 24th 1771 Se. 2d. 


Sederunt. 
New commiſſions produced. 


A diet ſpent in prayer. 
Act 7th of Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatch of the bu- 


ſineſs of the Aſſembly, read, and the Opleryarion thereof 


enjoined. 
Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King? $ Com- 


miſſioner. 
The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet thin 


evening at their uſual PlaCes. 
Adjournment. 


May 25th 1771 Seſſ. za. 


Sederunt. 
A new commiſſion produced. 


The draught of an anſwer to the Kings moſt gracious letter 
to this Aſſembly, brought in and approven, and his Grace 
the Commiſſioner at the Aſſemblys 1 undertakes to 
tranſmit the ſame to his Majeſty. 

A committee named to reviſe the actings, and proceedings, 
of the commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly, audite the 
procurator and agents accompts, conſider the ſtate of the 

public money and prepare overtures about the ſame. 

A committee named to reviſe the actings, and proceedings of 
the committee named by laſt Aſſembly, for managing the 
royal bounty, for the reformation of the Highlands and 
Iſlands. : %, 

The report of the committee, for reviſing commiſſions, hav- 
ing paſſed the committee for avertures, the ſame was called 
ſor and read. 

The General Aſſembly, having conſidered the ſaid report, re- 

jected the commiſſion from the burgh of Dornoch, as being 

given on the zoth day of April, only 23 * before the 


meeting of the Aſsembly. 


The ſynod books called for 8 5 8 
A committee named to reviſe the ſynod- book of Merſe and 


Teviotdale. 
The * books of Angus and * Aberdeen, * 


Roß, 


— 
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Roſs, Glenelg, Sutherland and Kaithneſs, Orkney, Lo- 
thian and Tweedale, Dumfries, Galloway, Glaſgow and 
Ayr, Argyle, Perth and Stirling, Fife and the preſbytery- 
book of Zetland, not being brought up to this Aſſembly, re- 
ſolved, that the reaſons thereof be enquired into. 
The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the committee for bills cal- 
led for, produced, and read over. 


The committee for overtures impowered to receive in from the 


ſeveral members, any inſtructions given to them by their 


reſpective ſynods or pteſbyteries; claſs the matters therein 


contained and prepare overtures thereupon to the Aſſembly 


and receive in and conſider any accounts that ſhall be gi- 


ven them of the ſtate uf the Church in the North High- 
lands, particularly concerning the growth of popery and ſu- 


perſtition, and prepare overtures for preventing or ſuppreſ- 


ſing thereof. | 

A petition and complaint of Mr Charles Niſbet miniſter at 
Montroſe complaining of a ſentence of the ſynod of Angus 
and Mearns approving of the conduct of the preſbytery of 


Brechin in giving their conſent to an intended proceſs of 


annexation, for annexing the pariſh of Kinnaird to the pa- 
riſhes of Farnwell and Brechin heard, and the ſentences of 
the ſynod and preſbytery reverſed, and the procurator 
and agent appointed to appear for the Church, and oppoſe 
the ſaid proceſs when the ſame ſhall be brought before the 
commiſſioners of teinds. 

Reſolve anent taking in cauſes, „ 

The committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet this 
evening, in their uſual places. | | 

Adjournment. | 


May 27th 1771, Seſſ. 4th. 


Sederunt. 
New commiſſions produced, 
A committee named to conſider an overture anent delinquents, 


here they ſhould make ſatisfaction and to report their (0] 1] 


nion to this Aſſembly, 

A committee named to conſider an appeal of Mr Samuel 
Charteris miniſter at Kincardin for himſelf and in name of 
the preſbytery of Dumblain againſt a ſentence of the ſynod 

of Perth and Stirling reverſing a judgment of the ſaid preſ- 
| bytery of Dumblain, finding that the miniſter of Kincardin 
had the right of preſenting a miniſter within the perambu- 
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lated bounds of Norrieſton and to report to the Aſſembly 
on or before Friday. 

Reſolve anent taking in cauſes. 

The committee for overtures appointed to meet to-morrow 
morning, and the committee for bills this gy in their 
uſual places. 

Adjournment. 


May 28th 1771, Seſſ. 5. 


Sederunt. 

New commiſſions produced. 

The report of the committee appointed yeſterday to conſider 
the affair of Norrieſton called for, given in and read, bear- 
ing that the ſentence of the ſynod of Perth and Stirling 
ſhould be affirmed in ſo far as it reverſes the ſentence of the 
presbytery of Dumblain, and that for ſupplying the preſent 
vacancy the presbytery ſhould be appointed to proceed to 
take the proper ſteps on or before the 1ſt of Auguſt next 
towards the ſettling and ordaining of one as miniſter there 
who ſhall be agreeable to thoſe uſually attending divine or- 

dinances diſpenced i in the Church of Norrieſton. The Ge- 
neral Aſſembly adopted the ſaid opinion of their committee. 

The report of the committee for bills, Called for, produced, 
and read over. 

The report of the Committee for overtures concerning returns 
from presbyteries on overtures traſmitted by former Aſſemb- 
lies called for, given in and read; and the overture concer- 
ning members of inferiour courts judging in cauſes appeal- 
ed from them to ſuperior courts, appointed to be taken 
into conſideration to morrow. 

Reſolve anent taking in caufes. 

An appeal of Sir John Stewart of Allanbank Baronet, parron | 
of the pariſh of St. Ninians, and-ſeveral heretors of the ſaid 
parith, concurring in a call to Mr David Thomſon miniſter 
at Gargunnock, to be miniſter at St. Ninians, from a ſen- 
tence of the ſynod of Perth and Stirling refuſing to tranſ- 
port Mr Thomſon, heard, the ſentence of the ſaid ſynod re- 
verſed, Mr Thomſon tranſported from Gargunnock to St. 

Ninians and the presbytery of Stirling appointed to pro- 
ceed to his ſettlement as minifter of St. Ninians, with all 
convenient ſpeed according to the rules of the Church. 


Proteſts taken * ſome, againſt intim gti this ſentence 2 
regard 
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regard ir appeared to them doubtful, whether it was the. de- 
ciſion of the Aſſembly or not. 
Adjournment. | 


May 291th 1771 Sl, 6ths: 


Sederunt. 8 | 
A letter addreſſed to the Moderator from Dr Daniel M*Queen 
containing the ſubſtance of his proteſt taken laſt diet, read, 
and the recording of the ſame delayed till Doctor M Queen 
ſhould be preſent in the houſe. 0 | 
Upon reading the ſentence of the Aſſembly of yeſterday, anent 
the tranſportation of Mr Thomſon from Gargunnock to Sr. 
Ninians, diſſents entered by ſeveral members. 
Overture anent members of inferior courts, judging in ſuperior 
courts in cauſes appealed from them, conſidered by the Aſ- 
ſembly, and the ſame retranſmirted to presbyteries with a 
particular injunction, (Vid. Overtures ſubjoined to the 
acts of this Aſſembly.) TN 
The report of the committee appointed to conſider the over- 
ture, where perions guilty of uncleanneſs ſhould make their 
ſäatisfaction, called for, given in and read, and the conſidera- 
tion thereof delayed till an after diet. 
Tlle committee for overtures appointed to meet this evening 
at ſeven o'clock in their uſual place. _ N 
Adjournment. | 4s 


May zoth I771 Seſſ 715 


Sederunt. F 
Doctor M*Queen heing preſent, his letter containing the ſub- 
ſtance of his proteſt, taken at Tueſdays diet was again read,. 
| and inſiſted on by him to be recorded, to which proteſt ſe- 
veral n:embers adhered. Es | 
A committee named to prepare what might be judged neceſſa- 
ry to be recorded by way of anſwer to Dr M*Queens pro- 
teſt, for the vindication of the Aſſemblys procedure, and of 
the clerk of court, | 7 
A committee named to conſider of a method in which the 
votes of the houſe fhould be taken, ſo as to prevent all diſ- 
putes for the future, reſpeting the majority of voices. 
The committee appointed by Aſſembly 1769, for conſidering; 
. 85 che 
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the order of the houſe and the better accommodation of 

the members continued, and added thereto, the preſent Mo- 
derator, the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Bailie ſohn Wal- 
ker, Conveener Thomas Simpſon, Conveener Armſtrons 
and all other members of the Town Council of Edinburgh, 
that are members of Aſsembly, three to be a quorum, and 
the Moderator named Conveener of the committee. 

Mr Thomas Smith miniſter ar Cummertrees repreſented to the 

- Aſſembly, that having repaired to the office of the collector 
the fund for miniſters widows, in order to pay the annual 
rate due by himſelf and alſo the annual rates due by ſome 
of his brethren, who had intruſted him with their money, 
he found no collector there, and was offered a receipt ſub- 

ſcribed not by Mr James Stewart the collector appointed by 
the General Aſſembly, but by the Reverend Dr Robert Dick 
as his deputy. That he, (Mr Smith) did not think himſelf in 
tuto, either to pay his own money or that of his brethern 
upon ſuch receipt, and therefore requeſted the direction of 
the Aſſembly in a matter of ſuch general concern. The Ge- 
neral Afembly reſolved to conſider this” matter as the firſt 

cauſe to-morrow. f 

The conſideration of the overture concerning perſons guilty 
of uncleanneſs where they fhould make ſatisfaction was a- 

ain reſumed, and recommitted to the ſame committee, with 
the addition of other two members 

A committee named to conſider the overture from the us 
of Glaſgow and Air, anent the time of their meeting 

The overture from the presbytery of Dumfries conceirning ſtu- 
dents of divinity ordered to ly upon the table. 

A committee named to conſider the overture from the ſynod 
of Angus and Mearns concerning the ordination of young 
men. 

An appeal of Mr William M*Maſter, apainſt'a ſentence of the 
presbytery of Stranrawer finding that they could not pro- 
ceed to take any ſteps towards Mr M*Maſters ſettlement in 

Port Patrick, till his character be cleared up and ſiſting the 
moderation of a call, till that ſhould be effectuated, and 
likewiſe from a ſentence of the ſynod of Galloway afhrming 
the foreſaid ſentence of the presbytery, heard and the 
ſentences of the presbytery, and ſynod reverſed, reſerving to 
the presbytery or the nn, to give Mr M. Maſter 2 
Iybel in proper form. 

The ſynod book of F yfe produced and a committe re appoinced | 
to reviſe the ſame. 

Reſolve anent taking in cauſes. 


The committee for bills appointed to meet to morroz half an 
h hour 


DEB 


hour aſter ten. 
Adjournment. 


May 31/8, 1771 Seſſ. 8th. 


Sederunt. 
A new commiſſion produced. 


Reſolve anent taking in the cauſe of Kinglaſſ ie. | 

The overture from the ſynod of Dumfries concerning ſtudents 
of divinity, remitted to the committee on the overture a- 
nent licenſing probationers. 

The report of the commiRee for bills, called for given in and 
read over. 

1 report of the viſitors of the royal THINS regiſter given 
in and read; the conduct of the managers approven of, 
and their book ordered to be atreſted. 

A committee named for managing the royal bounty this year, 
with a commiſſion and inſtructions to them. 

The procurator and agents accompts produced and ordered to 
ly on the table. 3 | 

The members of the ſeveral ſynods appointed ro meet among 
themſelves, in order to bring in a liſt of the nominators of 
the commiſſion according. to the 6th act of Aſſembly 1705. 

Upon the report of the committee appointed to conſider the 
overture from the ſynod of Glaſgow and Air, anent the 
time of their meeting. The faid overture dropped. Reſolve to 
conſider the overture from the ſynod of Perth and Stirling, 
and of the ſynod of Glaſgow and Air, after the cauſe of 
Kilmaronock. 

A committee, named to enquire into the ſtate of the colle goss 8 
health and the deputation ſaid to be given by him, and all 
other facts relative to this affair, and to report to the Aſ- 
ſembly to morrow | 

Adjournment, „ : 


+ June 1ſt. 1771 Seſſ. gth. 
Sederunt. c 


The report of the committee, named to conſider applications 
for ſhares of the public money, with the procurators opi- 
nion on theſe applications, called for and read. 

The General Aſſemhly appointed, as follows. 

That Mr Peter Campbell, miniſter at Kilmichael, ſhould be 

| ; allowed 
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allowed L. 20 ſterling money, to enable him, to carry 
through a process of augmentation, preſently depending 
before the commiſſioners of teinds. | 1 

Thar Mr James Moffat, miniſter at Newlands, ſhould be al. 
lowed the ſum of L. 3o-ſterling, to help to indemnify him, 
of the expence he has been put to, as defender in a pro- 
ceſs brought againſt him, before the Court of Seſſion by: 
David Dickſon of Kilbucho, Eſq. 4 

That Mr James Gordon, miniſter at Cabrach, ſhould be al- 
towed the ſum of five pounds, five ſhillings ſterling, which 
ſum together with the ſum of L. 26 ſterling formerly al- 
lowed him, the Aſſembly declares to be in full of the ex- 

ences, occaſioned by the proceſs mentioned in his petition, 
and ordered this laſt ſum of L. 5: 5: o ſterling to be in- 
ſtantly paid him. | | . 

That Mr Joſeph Anderſon, miniſter at Birnie, ſhould be al. 
lowed the ſum of L. 1.5 ſterling, to enable him to carry on 
the procels of augmentation mentioned in his petition. 

As to the petition for Mr James Aliſon, miniſter at Holm, 
the procurator and agent for the Church to appear in the 
proceſs mentioned in the perition, in order to bring the ſame 

to a deciſion, on the public expence of the Church. 

Ordered the ſum of L. 3: 3:0- ſterling, to be immediately 
paid to the presbytery of Alford. ” 

The perſons above named to be ranked as: creditors upon the 

fund, and to draw their payments, after the debts already 
contracted on ſaid fund ſhall be paid; except thoſe, whoſe 
ſums are ordered to be immediately paid them. ö 

Upon conſidering the preſent. ſtate of the public fund, the At 
ſembly agreed in the opinion, that no fucure applications 
ſhould be received in private cauſes, till the funds be fully 

cleared. 
Act approving the accompt of Mr David: Dalrymple procurator 
for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging him and 
his cautioners, of the ſum of L. 580: 15 ſterling and or- 
dering, that he have credit for the ſum of L. 25:3:75z 
ſterling due to him, in his next accompr. | 

Act for approving. the accompt of James Edmonſtone agent 
for the Church, and ſub-clerk to the General aſſembly, and 
appointing that he debit himſelf, in his next accompt for. 
the ſum of L. 30: 2.10 ſterling being the balance in his 
hands. TEST, {os 

The report of the viſitors of the commiſſion book given in and 


read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approven of, the jg or 
3 SH bh 
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bly's thauks given from the chair to the Moderator of the 
commiſſion for their faithfulneſs and diligence, in the af- 

fairs committed ro them, and their book ordered to be at- 
teſted. ty | 

The report of the committe appointed by Aﬀembly 1769, for 
conſidering the amendments on the overture anent licenſing 
probationers, not being ready, the General Aſſembly eonti- 
nued faid-committee and appointed them to report, to next 
Aſſembly „ | 

The report of the truſtees of the fund for a proviſion to mini- 
ſters widows, &c. produced and ordered to lye upon the tab- 

le till another diet. a Fn 

An appeal of Archibald Campbell of Sroneficld, Eſq; patron of 

the pariſh of Kilmaronock, and others concurrers in the pre- 

ſentation given to Mr James Addie, preacher of the goſpel 
to be miniſter of ſaid parifh, called; and upon an agree- 
ment of parties dropping all complaints and appeals in that 
matter, the presbytery of Dumbarton are ordered at their 
next meeting at Drymen, to-appoint a day when the pariſh 
of Kilmaronock ſhall be heard upon the return of the edict, 
and to give them proper notice thereof, and if no new ob- 
jection againſt his life or doctrine ſhall be offered, which the 
presbytery ſhall judge relevant, that the presbytery ſhall pro- 
ceed without delay to the ſettlement of Mr Addie as mini- 
ſter of Kilmaronock, according to the rules of the Church. 

The report of the committee, appointed to enquire into the 
{tare of the health of the collector for the widows fund, &c 
called for, given in, and read. 

The general Aſsembly in conſideration of the preſent incapa- 
city, of the collector of the widows fund, and that the col- 
lector has no general power of deputation, ordained their 
clerk to tranſmit, the report of thecommittee to the Preſes of 
the truſtees for managing the widows fund, and recommend 
to them to meet on Monday morning next at nine o' clock, 

and take the proper ſteps for having the office of collector 
properly executed, and to report their procedure, at the 
meeting of the Aſsembly on Monday: Whereupon Mr An- 
drew Croſby in his own name, and in name of all thoſe 
who ſhould adhere to him, entered his diſsent againſt the 


above reſolution of the Aſsembly; to which diſsent ſundry 
members adhered. 8 


Adjournment. 


June 3d 1771, Seſſ. ultmo. 
Sederunt. | a> 


6-7 | .. Reaſons -- 


END E x 1771.7 


Reaſons of proteſt taken at Saturdays diet, by Mr John Dun 
miniſter at Auchinleck, given in, and read, aud ordered to 
kept in retentis. | 

Reaſons of diſsent againſt the ſentence of the Aſsembly, rela- 
tive to the collector, given in, and read, and ordered to be 
kept in retentis. EH | 

It being repreſented that Dr John Walker, miniſter at Mof— 
far, was going in virtue of a commiſſion, from the truſtees 
on the annexed eſtates, to viſit the weſtern Highlands and 

- Hands ; the General Aſsembly do renew the commiſſion 
granted to him, by the Aſsembly 1764. 

The report of the committee, on the overture from the ſynod 
of Angus and Mearns, reſpecting the practice of ſome presby- 
teries, ordaining young men, without appointing them to 
any particular office, or charge, called for, given in, and 
read. The General Aſsembly ordered that no young man, 
ſhall, in time coming, be ordained by any presbyrery, 

without appointing him to ſome particular office or charge. 

The report of the committee, for naming the members of the 
commiſſion and drawing up inſtructions to them, given in, 


and approven of. Ge | 
The report of the committee, appointed by laſt and preceed- 


ing Aſsemblies, to conſider the overture anent the improve- 
ment of miniſters glebes, called for, but the ſame not being 
ready, the General Aſsembly continued that committee, 
and added thereto the Lord Advocate. „ 
The report of the committee, appointed for conſidering what 
ſhould be inert with reſpect to the proteſt, about marking 
the votes in the cauſe of St Ninjans, called for, given in, 
and read, and the following facts ordered to be' inſert in the 


"I 


record 
That by the conſtant invariable practice of the Aſſembly, the 
principal clerk marks the votes, while the other clerk calls 
the roll; and his declaration of the majority from his mar- 
king, has been, and muſt be held as deciſive, otherwiſe there 
could be no end of any diſpute, until another method of col- 
lecting the votes, or dividing the houſe ſhall be duly con- 
ſidered and agreed to: That in the preſent caſe, not only 
the inviolable faith and irreproachable character of the 
clerk, as admitted by the proteſters, but the teſtimony of 
the moderator, who declared from the chair thar he heard 
every vote, and ſaw them marked with the utmoſt preciſi 
on, removes every poſſible doubt: That further, two gelt 
tlemen of undoubted character, who voted on different ſides, 
of the queſtion, and fat in the center of the houle, _— 


' 
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the clerk, and marked the votes on a roll of the members 
which each of them had, concurred in confirming the clerk's 
marking to be juſt, as they declared to the Aſſembly, * 

Reaſons of proteſt given in, by Mr Freebairn for himſelf and 
others adherers to Dr MQueen's proteſt as to the marking, 
of the votes, in the cauſe of St. Ninians ; given in, and 
ordered to be kept in retentis, 5 

Upon the reading of the ſaid reaſons of proteſt, in which no- 

tice, is taken of Mr James Aliſon's having by a piece of in- 
advertency expreſſed his vote * Reverſe? both at the calling 
of Mr Weir's name and his own, which the proteſters ſay 
they have no reaſon to doubt was marked by the clerk as 
two votes for Reverſe; The clerk did thereupon repre- 
ſent to the Aſſembly, that when by this inattention of Mr 
Aliſon's he expreſſed his vote twice, there was a full ſtop - 
till the matter was underſtood, and he (the clerk) did then 
mark but one vote; which was atteſted to be fact by thoſe 
who ſtood or fat near to him in the marking: That of the 
two gentlemen who marked the votes, upon their rolls, the 
one {who himſelf voted on the oppoſite ſide to that which 
carried,) happened to mark both Mr Aliſon and Mr Weir 
as voting, by which means he brought out three of majori- 
ty for © Reverſe”, inſtead of two of majority brought out 
by the clerk; and the gentleman being appealed to for 
this by the clerk, in preſence of the Aſſembly, aſſented to 
it that it was the fact as to his marking: Ar the ſame 
time, the other gentleman declared, that as he perceived 
Mr Aliſon's miſtake, and did then mark but one vote, he 
brought out the numbers preciſely the ſame with thoſe of 
ie ck, nl „ by 

The report of the truſtees, for managing. the fund for a pro- 
viſion to miniſters widows, &c. containing a ſtate of the 
fund, under their management, and an account of their 
proceedings ſince laſt Aſſembly was again called for, and 
ordered to be recorded in the ſeparate regiſter kept for that 

purpoſe. | | | 985 

The ſynod book of Fife atteſted. _ 

The ſynod-book of Merſe and Tiviotdale atteſted. | 

The committee on the window tax continued with the ſame 
powers as appointed by laſt and former Aſſemblies. 

A petition for Dr William More, miniſter at Halifax, in No- 
Va Scotia, craving a collection, was read; and the Aſſem- 
bly in the preſent circumſtances did not think it proper 

7 | 5 8 to 
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to grant his requeſt. 
The reaſons of diſſent againſt the tende of this Aſſembly, 


in the cauſe of St. Ninians, given in writing, and read, and 
ordered to ly ia retentis. 


Doctor Webſter deſired it might be marked, as to the rez. 


{ons of diſſent, that tho' he had diſſe ted and agreed in the 
main ſcope, yet there were Tome things in the reaſons, he | 
did not agree to. 
The report of the committee "i by laſt and firmer Af. 
ſembly's for managing the Enzie fund. called for, the 
ſame was given in, and read. The General Aſſembly con- 
tinued this committee with full powers to do in this matter, 
as they ſee cauſe and added thereto Mr Mare Grant writer 
to the ſignet. a, 
The report of the truſtees anent the affair of his collector of 
the Widows fund, called for, their Preſes reported, that 
they found themſelves no legal meeting; the Aſſembly a- 
ree that they ſhould take no further ſteps in this matter. 
Al the cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not determi- 
ned by them referred to the commiſſion. Ca 
Liſt of the probationers produced, and their aumber oke | 
to be recorded. 5 i 
Proteſtation admitted. 


'F he minutes of this day's ſederunt were read, the minutes of 


former ſederunts being read at the diets ſubſequent thereto. 
A committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſemblys 
proceedings at this, and all other diets thereof, and to 
pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of the Aﬀembly as are to be 


ſtanding rules, in order to their being printed. 


The Moderator's ſpeech to the A and his Mal : | 1 


Commiſſioner. 
The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembiy. 
Act appointing the next meeting of the Aſſembly⸗- 
The ſſe mbly concluded with N and ſinging of phlns. 
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